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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED &UNALTERED -%RIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Somerset C h r r s t l a n  Church is  p ic turesquely  s i t u a t e d  on an open h i l l t o p  o f t  Route 
20 a-nidst the  t a r~n lands  o t  Orange County. Erected i n  t h e  1850s t o  s e r v e  the  Soae r se t  
c o m u n r t y ,  t h e  chilrch is  a  p rov lnc la l  i n t e r p r e t a t l o n  of the  I t a l l a n a t e  s t y l e .  The 
wooa-trane church is a r e c t a n g u l a r ,  one-and-one-halt-story, gable- root  s t r u c t u r e  
covered w l t h  pLain Weatherboards. 

The main (nor th)  e l e v a t i o n  is doainated by a  one-story porch of t o u r  square  Tuscan 
culunns sup?or t ing  a  pedlmented r o o t .  The pediment is d i s t ingu i shed  by a n  open 
tympanu-n axd t i n e l y  executed s c r o l l  brackets  s u p p r t i n g  a  rak ing  co rn ice  wi th  gable-end 
r e t u r n s .  The porch s h e l t e r s  a  dollble doorway w ~ t h  i t s  o r i g l n a l  paneled doors s e t  i n  a  
s lmple a r c h i t r a v e .  Above t h e  porch i s  a s e n i - c i r c u l a r  window covered by louvers .  A 
rak ing  co rn rce  w l t h  gable-end r e t u r n s  suppmted  by s c r o l l  brackets  completes t h e  facade. 

. . , , . . ~ . . ' ~  ' . . . 
The co rn ice  is round on a l l .  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  e l eva t ions .  .' : -'. 

. . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . , .  

The west e l e v a t ~ o n  c o n s l s t s  o t  t h r e e  bays w ~ t h  12/12 hung-sash windows. The 
windovs a r e  t r ~ e d  by simpLe a r c h i t r a v e s ,  and louvered s h u t t e r s  t l a n k  t h e  windoxs on 
t h e  e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s .  Otherwise s i m i l a r  i n  appearance, t h e  e a s t  elevation has 
a  s n a l l e r  Side d03r near  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r .  

The r e a r  (south)  e l e v a t i o n  t e a t u r e s  a  saa lL,  one-story apse. A b / b  hung-sash 
wrndow is found on t h e  r e a r ,  and narrower hung-sash windows a r e  enployed on t h e  e a s t  

1 and west s l d e s  o t  t h e  e l l .  A m a l l  door i s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o t  the  r e a r  window, and i t s  
s t e p s  have been removed. 

The p lan  of t h e  church c o n s i s t s  of a  s i n g l e  auditor ium room w i t h  a  g a l l e r y  a t  t h e  
no r th  end. The g a l l e r y  is  reached by a n  enclosed s t a i r  In  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r .  The 
race  o t  t h e  g a l l e r y  is a Tuscan e n t a b l a t u r e  and is ssp?or ted  on paneled Tuscan p i e r s .  
A s to rage  room loca ted  behind t h e  sanctuary  is  reached by d03rS flanking t h e  p u l p l t .  
The sanctuary  is s e t  w l t h i n  a  th ree -pa r t  arched r e c e s s  centered  w i t h  a  wide e l l i p t i c a l  
a r ch  and t raned  by a  wooden a r c h i t r a v e .  Two l a r g e  wJoden consoles  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  apse suppor t  encased s t r u c t u r a l  beam on a n  o therwise  p l a rn  p l a s t e r e d  c e i l i n g .  

The auditor ium i s  i n  an e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  o t  preserva t ron  and contarns  many 19 th -  
cen tu ry  t u r n l s h l n g s .  The o r i g i n a l  p d p i t  is loca ted  wi th in  t h e  sanctuary .  The s c r o l l e d -  
e m  pod; a r e  st111 i n  use ,  many r e t a l n l n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  pa in t  and graining. An 
e l a b a r a t e  c a s t - i r o n  chandelier, l a t e r  e l e c t r l t l e d ,  d a t e s  trom t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  
19 th  century .  The r eed  organ i s  o t  t h e  save porlod. 

Boundary Jus  t l f  ~ ~ a 2  

The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  o t  one a c r e ,  cornposed o t  t h e  ].and upon which t h e  
Church s ~ t s  toge the r  w i t h  a  pub l i c  access .  

RCC 
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_ INVENTION 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

S i tua ted  on a  smal l  h i l l t o p  a v i d s t  t h e  fannlands o t  Orange County, t h e  Sornerset 
C h r i s t i a n  church 1s a  s a l i e n t  e x a ~ p l e  o t  a  small  country pa r i sh  church t h a t  has 
survived I n  a n  una l t e red  s t a t e  of  preserva t ion .  Erected i n  t h e  1850;, t h e  church is  a  
r a r e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o t  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  i n  miar l9 th-century  e c c l e s l a s t ~ c a l  
a r c h l t e c t u r e  and remains a  picturesque a r c h ~ t e c t u r a l  a,:cent i n  to.? s c e n l c  Orange County 

. , count rys lae .  . .  , . , : ~. . . . . . ,  , ., ., . 
.. 

Bui l t  t o  s e r v e  a  sma l l ,  but a c t i v e ,  C h r i s t i a n  cornrnunity o u t s i d e  t h e  town o t  
G o r a o n s v ~ l l e  I n  r u r a l  s o n e r s e t ,  t h e  church was e rec t ed  wl th ln  a  diminished s c a l e  compared 
w l t h  o the r  a r e a  Churches. AS p a r t  o r  t h ~ s  indlvldual lsm, the  church is  a l s o  a  s t y l i s t i c  
depar ture  t r o n  t h e  more conventional  expressions o t  ecclesiastical a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  t h e  
period. Whereas t h e  Gothic and Greek Revival s t y l e s  had come t o  r e p l a z e  the  t r a a i t l o n a l  
18th-century Georgian s t y l e  by t h e  mid-19th cen tu ry ,  t h e  bu i lde r  o r  t h e  Somerset church 
chose tne  l e s s - p ~ p l l a r  I t a l i a n a t e  a s  t h e  s t y l e  f o r  h i s  r u r a l  c h l r c h .  Th.e cho ice  r i n d s  
sotme j u s t ~ f i c a t ~ o n  i n  t h s  architectural p>ilOsophy o t  Andrew Jackson Downing, a s  s t a t e d  
i n  t h ?  noted a u t h o r ' s  widely read w 3 r Z  Rural  Essays o t  1853. Downing notes:  

Ardin t r u t h ,  w e  would not  d e s i r e  t o  ma'ce t h e  coilntry ch.Jrch 
o t h e r  than  sunple ,  t r u t h t u l ,  and harmonious. We would avoid 
a l l  p re tens ions  t o  e l a b o r a t e  archLtecturaL ornament; ws would . 
aepena upoa t h e  r i g h t  p rops r t ions ,  t o m s ,  o u t l i n e s ,  and t h e  
t r u e  express ion .  

The bu i lde r  o t  the  Somerset chllrch adhered t o  Downing's philosophy. This is e s p e c i a l l y  
ev id-n t  i n  t h e  church ' s  i n t e r i o r .  

Both t h e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  of the  church remain una l t e red  trom t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u v ,  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  providing a  complete p i c t u r e  o t  t h e  cha rac te r  o t  an unpre tent ious  coslntsy 
church o t  t h e  period.  The church pews, many o t  w : ~ ~ c h  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  pa in t  and 
g ra in ing ,  f i n d  a  precedent i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p s t t e r a  books o t  Asher Benjamin, 
p l b l ~ s h e d  e a r l l e r  i n  t h e  cen tu ry .  Cozplementing t h e  pews a r e  o t h o r  fu rn i sh ings  su rv iv ing  
i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e .  Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  c a s t - i r o n  chande l i e r  and r eed  
organ,  added l a t e r  i n  t h e  19 th  cen tu ry ,  during a  period of pos t -Civ i l  War p r o s p e r i t y .  

The church was used r e g u l a r l y  through*3ut t h e  1 9 t h  century ,  bu t  with a  d e c l i n e  i n  
l o c a l  pop .~ la t ion ,  s e r v i c e s  a r e  now held  t h e r e  a  minimum of once a  year .  It is maintained 
by a  srnall ,  bu t  ded ica t ed ,  congregat ion.  

. 
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